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Welcome to the latest issue of “In the
Sticks” the newsletter of RuRAD, Rural Real
Ale Drinkers. We hope you enjoy reading it.

If you want to receive a copy electronically,
e-mail s  nugdave@outlook.com.

For current & previous issues log on to
www.dgmhall.me.uk/rurad. You can also find
c o p i e s o f t h e n e w s l e t t e r o n t h e
L o u g h b o r o u g h C A M R A w e b - s i t e
(www.loughboroughcamra.co.uk/newsletters)
along with digital copies of other local beer-
centric publications.

Beer and Pub News
The Didler reports that the Eastwood micro-
pub Mellors Mews has become a cocktail bar
and no longer serves real ales.

T h e Corner House (formerly the Twitchel
Inn) in Long Eaton opened for business in
June and is doing well according to Big Al who
called in recently. There were ales from
Dancing Duck and Purity on the bar priced at
£3.50 plus Jaipur at £4.00.

He also reported that renovations are
continuing inside the old Rowells shop on the
High Street but there has been no word from
Erewash Borough Council about the change of
use. According to their planning page, the
application (0321/0028) is still Pending
Consideration. Big Al spoke to the son of the
owner about 2 months ago and they had
planned to have opened at some point in July
but that now looks impossible.

Another planning application (21/00874/FUL)
which is still “Pending Consideration” is for
the conversion of the Spondon Hardware
shop on Sitwell Street, Spondon to a micro-
pub to be called the Hoptimist. The windows
are currently covered but perhaps work is
taking place inside.

An application (21/01060/FUL) has been
submitted to Derby City Council to convert an
art gallery/studio in Old Blacksmith's Yard
(off Sadler Gate) to a micro-pub. According
to the applicant, ex-Rolls-Royce worker,
Peter Lloyd-Jones (trading as the Real Ale &
Cider Experience), the pub will be called the
Farrier. And guess what, the application is
“Pending Consideration”. Mind you, it was only
submitted on 15th July.

Joule's have finally been able to open their
new-build Brewery Tap, called Crown Wharf,
alongside the Trent & Mersey Canal in Stone.
The site stands on land owned by Joule's
since the 1970s and close to where the
original Joule's Brewery in Stone was located.
As with all Joule's pubs, the interior décor is
super-tasteful with plenty of bare brick,
wood panelling, tiles and their signature dark
maroon paintwork.

T h e Barley Mow at Bonsall (home of
Chickenfoot brewery) re-opened at the end of
May and wi l l be host ing the World
Championship Hen Racing 2021 on Saturday,
7th August.

The next Amber Valley CAMRA AGM will take
place on Thursday, 26 August, 7.00 pm at The
Old Oak Inn, Horsley Woodhouse.

Contributors: Aron37, Bald Eagle, Big Al, The
Didler, Snug Dave

Buxton Clarification
In the July issue of “In The Sticks”,
Charisma Bypass reported that the Ale Stop
in Buxton had closed for good which has
turned out not to be true. The licensee,
Richard Andrew, told “In The Sticks” that
the pub was closed temporarily “until the
Covid situation calmed down”. He also wanted
to use the opportunity to have some
refurbishment done. This was due to be

completed in the last week of July with an
expected re-opening date of 2nd August.
Apologies to Richard Andrew for the error.
Also thanks to reader David Sheldon for
bringing this matter to my attention. In his
defence, Charisma told me that he had asked
several locals in the market about the pub
and he passed on what he was told. Ed.

Thanks also to David Sheldon for more
information about the new relationship
between the Buxton Brewery and 53 Degrees
North. The latter micro-pub on Hall Bank has
now closed and the 53 Degrees North team
have taken over the Buxton Brewery Tap and
Cellar Bar. The former, now called 53
Degrees@The Tap House opened on 14th
July although sadly, due to some of the staff
having had to isolate, the opening hours have
been amended. The latest news can be found
on the 53 Degrees at Buxton Brewery Tap
House Facebook page. The Cellar Bar – likely
to be called 53 Degrees@The Cellar Bar - is
expected to open “soon”. Both bars will
feature ales from the Buxton Brewery.

In addition to these changes, the Buxton
Brewery has opened The Garden at Buxton
Brewery close by the brewery itself on
Staden Lane. Open Fridays, Saturdays &
Sundays in August and potentially through to
October, it features Street Food in an
outdoor setting [more like Field Food from
the photos – Ed].

Lincoln Green “Cask to Cash”
Jody Smith at Lincoln Green Brewing has
asked “In The Sticks” to mention that LGB
are offering free Cask To Cash training
courses to publicans and managers at their
brewery site in Hucknall. The details are as
follows:

The training session will be run at the
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brewery (Units E4 & E5 Enterprise Park,
Wigwam Lane, Hucknall, NG15 7SZ) on the
last Thursday of every month from 09.30 to
12.30 on a first come first served basis.

The course includes:

● Cellar management, cask conditioning,
cask dispense systems and cellar best
practice

● Increasing profitabi l i ty on cask,
increasing trade and overall pub growth

● Info on Lincoln Green Brewing Company,
different beer styles and beer sampling
with food pairing

Dates Available:

● Thursday 26th August 2021
● Thursday 30th September 2021
● Thursday 28th October 2021
● Thursday 25th November 2021

Interested parties should e-mail their
preferred date choice together with their
N a m e , P u b N a m e a n d A d d r e s s t o
contact@lincolngreenbrewing.co.uk. Spaces
are limited on each date to a maximum of 12
people.

Out & About
With Covid now in retreat (famous last
words!), people are starting to spread their
wings and fly a little. Many thanks as ever to
readers who submitted their stories.

Marylebone, London June 2021
On a humid Friday in June, myself and
Richard caught the train into London to have
a few pints in the Marylebone area. We made
our way to the JDW Metropolitan Bar
situated next door to Baker Street Station,
to meet our fellow Erewash branch member
Barry - who was staying in the Thames Valley
area with family - and his son-in-law Phil.
Oakham JHB and Fullers London Pride were
sampled and in decent nick. Up next was the
Windsor Castle on the western fringes of
Regents Park. Only one cask offering was
av a i l ab l e wh i ch w a s Windsor & Eton

Guardsman. A very well kept and impressive
pint at a expensive odd price of £5.57!! Down
the road was the Allsop Arms, a rather noisy
venue managed by Greene King. The only
guest ale here - and imbibed by us all - was
Sambrook's Pumphouse Pale Ale which was
average to say the very least. Literally around
the corner was the GBG entrant the

Thornbury Castle. Two casks to choose from,
one being from Rebellion and the other from
Windsor & Eton. All four of us plumped for
the latter's Knight Of The Garter which,
IMHO was my favourite ale of the day!
Moving on down the road, we came to another
GBG pub the Barley Mow. On the bar were
ales from Fullers and Vale Brewery, based in
Brill (Bucks). However, we all settled for Dark
Star American Pale Ale which was in excellent
condition and resulted in us all having a
second pint! Our final destination, pretty
much opposite to where we started, was
Greene King's the Globe. Seeing as the only
guest on the bar was from St Austell, we
opted to try the GK Yardbird Pale Ale which
we had never come across before. To be
honest it was drinkable, but easily the winner
of the blandest ale of the day award! After a
brief look at the Baker Street Wonderpass -
Google it! - we exchanged farewells and set
off to our respective London Rail termini for
our journeys home. Big Al.

Highland Fling No.8
Friday 25th to Sunday 27th June

I caught the 10.47 train from Derby to
Crewe, getting in at 11.59. Since I had an
hour to wait, I called at the British Lion just
near the station for a pint of Bombardier
before returning for the 13.09 to Edinburgh.
I was on the new Avanti 390 West Coast
service which uses the new Azuma trains but
I was not all that impressed – even in 1st
class. The driver agreed – come back the
125s! Fortunately the service was on time and
I made my connection on to Inverness.

Dumping my bag in the digs – the Royal
Highland Hotel, attached to the station - and
now for the pubs! 1st up right out of station
and 100 yards down on the left is
MacGregors. This was new to me since I last
visited (opened in 2017). They usually have
two sticks on but only one was available -
Cromarty Happy Chappy (4.1%). Only a few
yards back is Blackfriars. Very disappointing
after Del's departure - there would always be
at least 5 sticks on but only one on today –
and guess what? Bombardier at a massive
£2.25 a half, and poor. So 2 minutes later I
cross over the road where I find the Phoenix.
A little better with Cromarty Happy Chappy,
Kowabunga and Hit The Lip. A pint of the
latter and then, just a few yards back now
and I cut through to the 'Spoons (Kings

Highway). All the usuals on but 1 pint for me
of the Strathaven Ebony dark ale (4.4%). Just
next door is the Black Isle Bar where I find
three cask ales on offer, all theirs:
Yellowhammer (4.0%), Red Kite (4.2%) and
later for me, Coco Van Porter (5.7%).
Disappointed to find that the Hootananny is
closed for refurb! I would normally watch a
Scottish band set downstairs then head
upstairs to watch the rock band set. They
always have three Black Isle beers on here. I
look forward to next time! Just a few minutes
walk now to the Number 27 where I always
find Windswept beers! Windswept Wolf (6.0%)
is on but I tried a pint of Hurricane (4.5%).
Just a few yards further up is the Castle
Hotel. I forgot to take any notes but
remember having a pint of Orkney Dark Island!
End of Day 1!

Saturday now and does anybody know if there
used to be train service down to Fort
William? [No, there wasn't – Ed]. So a two
hour coach service now although it was a nice
journey 'cos of the scenery with part of the
route following Loch Ness – and no, I didn't
spot Nessie! [hadn't drunk enough yet – Ed]. I
had a taxi waiting for me at the station to
take me once again down the track to the Ben
Nevis Inn. Three on as usual here: Cairngorm
Trade Winds (4.3%) and my two halves of
River Leven Blonde (4.8%) and Cairngorm
Nessie's Monster Mash (4.1%). Then it was a
taxi back into Fort William and, oh no!
another 'Spoons (Great Glen). Beers on were
Orkney Dark Island  ( 4 . 6 % ) a n d Red
MacGregor (4.0%), Isle Of Skye Skye Red

(4.2%) and Williams Brothers Joker IPA (5.0%)
for me! Heading back down to the train
station now and the best pub for me, the
Grog & Gruel, where I found Cairngorm Stag

(4.1%) plus Silkie Stout (5.0%) and Southern
Summit American Pale Ale (4.0%.) from Loch

Lomond. Next to the stat ion is the
Cobbs@Nevisport bar - only one on here as
you must be aware like all pubs trying to get
back to something like normal. I had a pint of
Cairngorm Stag (4.1%) and got a good meal
under my belt to soak things up!

Now the Black Five steam train up to Mallaig,
a trip of about an hour and half. Around half-
way the route crosses over the Glenfinnan
Viaduct. Remember Harry Potter? Yes, a
beep! On time now and three watering holes
to visit. First up and just round the corner
from the station is the Steam Inn where I



had two halves of Isle Of Skye Skye Gold
(4.3%) and their Steam Inn house beer. Then
on to the Chlachain Inn where I sampled
t h e i r Chlachain Dark Ale b re w e d b y
Caledonian. And finally, just a few yards
further up the hill is the West Highland
Hotel and my first beer from the Glen Spean
brewery, Highbridge IPA (4.0%). Back to the
Black Five train 44871 and the return journey
to Fort William, getting in at 8.30 pm-ish!
Back to my taxi now and a fair run down to
Glencoe and the Clachaig Inn, GBG listed
since 1984. I sampled two halves of Glen
Spean Highbridge IPA (4.0%) and Cairngorm

Trade Winds (4.3%) but Cairngorm Stag was
also available. My waiting taxi then took me to
the GBG Stronlossit Inn in Roy Bridge, my
digs for the night and just across the road
from the train station. They usually have
three sticks on but only one this time: Red

Revival (4.5%) from Glen Spean brewery, just
down the road.

Sunday morning. The plan was to get the train
down to Glasgow but the train guards are on
strike so it's 3 hours on a very nice coach.
Made a change anyway 'cos the scenery for
some 2½ hours was brilliant and for a good
while along Loch Lomond! Getting into Glasgow
I would have been on the train across to
Wemyss Bay and straight onto the boat for
around ½ hour across to Colonsay for pubs
and other things - including fancy toilets?!
Well maybe next time if the guards are not
on strike! A few old favourites now to wrap
things up. I take the Orange Clockwork
Underground to Buchanan Street followed by
a pleasant walk to Babbity Bowster. I had a
pint of the Fyne Ales Jarl (3.8%) and a half of
TT Landlord but for obvious reasons I didn't
bother with the Greene King Yardbird! But I
did have a bowl of the Cullen Skink (soup). It
was a fair old walk to the Bon Accord so I
treated myself to a taxi. Ales on the bar
were a pale ale from Top Out, Vocation Bread

& Butter, Nene Valley Release The Chimps and
Alchemy Charisma. A pint each of the last two
to wash my meal down while I watch the
match [Netherlands vs Czech Republic?] on
screen 1 - of 3! Took a taxi back to my digs
outside Central Station to dump my bag and
head next door to another 'Spoons, the Sir
John Moore. The beers on offer made a
change from the obvious: Williams Brothers
Birds & Bees (4.3%), Stewart Brewing Swally's

Army (4.8%) and Old Peculier (5.6%). I stayed
for three pints! Never used so many vouchers

on one trip but don't let on!

Monday Morning. I'm up for the 9.40 train
down to Crewe and then on to Derby for a
couple of pints in the Brunny and the House
Of Fun! Back home for 6.00 pm! The End! HH.
[Translation from the original by Snug Dave]

Random Jottings
On the Thursday of the Furnace beer
festival me and the better half caught the
bus into Derby to pay a visit. At the festival
there were two bars, one inside and one
outside. My selection was B B F Launch

Approval, Tropical Deluxe from Howling Hops,
Point Break from Wild Child and finished off
on the 5.2% Otis from Brass Castle. Other
beers were from Top Rope, Team Toxic,
Errant, Wild Beer, Fyne Ales, Wild Weather,
Marble, Neepsend, Turning Point and of course
Shiny. It was a nice little festival, and good to
try and get back to some sort of normality -
even better it was great to bump into some
familiar faces in the form of Bald Eagle and
Sooty.

On the 25th June we travelled to the market
town of Leominster in Herefordshire, as it’s
where I used to work many years ago and I
still make the occasional trip there. It’s
surprising how much things have changed. The
town has now got a Wetherspoons (Duke's
Head) located in an old post office and just a
few doors down, a new-ish micro-pub called
the Press Room has opened. It was more like
a café bar really, also serving food but there
were four hand-pumps on the bar serving
Three Tuns XXX The Pale Ale, Three Tuns Best

bitter, Hobgoblin and Marston's 61 Deep. We
sampled both Three Tuns beers but as it was
a fleeting visit we never had time to visit the
other two recommended pubs - the GBG
Chequers, said to be the oldest pub in the
town, and the Grape Vaults; maybe next time!

Thursday the 8th July saw me paying a visit
t o t h e s e a s i d e t o w n o f Formby o n
M e r s e y s i d e . O n o u r s e a r c h f o r a
recommended chippy – The Good Catch (but
we were too early!) - we noted at the
Freshfield railway station a micro-pub across
the road aptly called the Beer Station but
unfortunately, it didn't open until 3.00 pm.
But on our continued search for sustenance,
we made our way to the GBG Cross House Inn,
boasting 10 real ales and food - what could be
better? Being a nice hot day, we enjoyed our

food outside, but only counted five real ales
on the bar in the form of Speckled Hen,
Abbot, Greene King IPA and two guests –
Ossett White Rat and Triple Blond, a local beer
from Peerless. There was no thinking about
our choice - it had to be the two guest beers,
which went down a treat.

I tried to get to visit Chris Perry at the re-
opening of the Pump it Up micro-bar in
Belper, as Chris has taken over running it. I
got delayed on his opening night (Thursday,
8th July) as on my way back from Formby,
the M6 motorway was closed due to an
accident. I returned to Belper on the
Saturday, only to discover that Pump It Up
didn't open until 4.00 pm! So I killed some
time in Belper, and in the process found out
that the Old School House Inn, the newly-
opened micro-bar was now closed, apparently
due to financial problems*. On my return to
Pump It Up, there were three Matlock Wolds

Farm ales on hand-pump - Chris explained it
was work in progress at the moment, with a
review of the opening times and the
introduction of guest beers when possible,
high on his list, but the beer I tried was fine.
Charisma Bypass.

* WhatPub reports this pub as “long-term
closed”, the Facebook page hasn't been
updated since 4th June and the OSHI web-
site is not accessible. Ed.

Day trip to Otley and Leeds
I recently caught the 7.37 am train from
Langley Mill to Leeds arriving at 9.15. It was
then a quick hop up Briggate to The Headrow
to catch the 9.30 X84 limited stopper bus to
Otley, arriving at 10.10.

I first made my way to the Bowling Green
Wetherspoons to find a steady trade and a
seat inside the indoor courtyard area. I did
have to wait a good 10 minutes for service
but was well rewarded with half of Kirkstall

Three Swords (4.5%) and half of Elland
Nevala No 6 (5.0%, £1.65 with CAMRA
discount) and both nectar. I then carried on
just around the corner to the Old Cock, the
best pub here in my opinion. I had a superb
h a l f o f I l k l e y Mary Jane (3.5%, £1.65)
followed by a half of Roosters Capability
Brown (4.0%, £1.75). Great ale with a great
welcome from the licensees and a friendly
local. A short walk got me to the Black Bull in
the market area where I had a half of Leeds



Pale (£1.75) which was the best choice from
a limited range but in good order. Just across
the road is the Black Horse, now partially
owned by Kirkstall brewery where I found a
full range of Kirkstall ales and two guests, one
from Black Lodge and one from Pentrich. With
Kirkstall beers being a massive favourite of
mine I had half of the Pale Ale (£1.65) and
half of Dissolution IPA (£1.75), both fantastic
and in nice surroundings with chatty regulars.
I then moved on to the Junction Inn which
had changed hands since my last visit. I was
pleasantly surprised when told I didn't have
to sign in and also that it was OK to take the
face mask off before finding a seat. The
worst choice of the day here with mainly
mainstream beers - possibly it's been sold to
a chain group or big brewery as it used to be
a free house [Star Pubs & Bars/Heineken I
think – Ed]. I settled for a half of St Austell

Proper Job (£1.80) but it was a nice enough
drop.

I then got the X84 back to Leeds at 1.10 pm.
Back in Leeds I was soon in my favourite pub
here, the classic Templar - really friendly and
welcoming – and had a pint of Kirkstall Three
Swords (£3.15 with CAMRA discount)  -
super-duper and great chatty locals. It was
now time to visit my favourite chippy here -
The Fishermans Wife in the indoor market
near the bus station. Haddock, chips and
mushy peas being the order of the day and it
was excellent. I had time for a swift look

around the market and then into the Duck &
Drake for half of Roosters Yankee (4.3%,
£2.00) – the most expensive today with far
less choice than normal, but no qualms about
the ale. With time creeping on, I made my
way back to the train station and into the
Wetherspoons. A small queue to get inside,
but I was soon in and seated and served and
had a pint of Leeds Best (£2.19 with CAMRA
voucher) and was told that this 'Spoons is
more expensive with it being here on the
station. I then got my 17.09 train back to
Langley Mill - a top day out with every drink
being excellent; very enjoyable. The Didler.

Since part of the preceding article is about
Leeds pubs, it seems that Bald Eagle has also
been  visiting and sent in the following
snippets:

Thornbridge have opened a new pub in Leeds
called the Bankers Cat not far from the train
station. Brew York have opened a bar in Leeds
called the New Briggate Tap. They had
Tonkoko stout on the bar plus three other
Brew York beers. Wetherspoons have spent
£1.8 million refurbishing the Stick Or Twist
in Leeds and it re-opened in early July.
Located next door to the First Direct Arena,
it's handy for concerts and shows. It's a
large open-plan pub and has some screened
booths inside plus a cracking outside drinking
area. Beers of note when I called were
Summerskills Westward Ho! and Redemption
Urban Dusk. Bald Eagle.

Having taken a renewed interest in visiting
Heritage Pubs, on 24th July I called in to the
Test Match Hotel in West Bridgford which
has a stunning Art Deco interior. Although
it's a Greene King pub I was surprised to find
seven hand-pumps on the bar with offerings
f r om Abbeydale, Blue Monkey, Nottingham,
Dancing Duck and Shipstones as well as Abbot

and IPA from Greene King. 

I then continued on to the Vale Hotel in
Arnold, another Art Deco building originally
built as a Home Ales Brewery hotel. It's not
as glamorous or "complete" as the Test
Match Hotel but still has many interesting
features. Ales on the bar were Nottingham

Extra Pale Ale, Dancing Duck Nice Weather,
Castle Rock Elsie Moe and Oakham Obsidian.
Since it was close by I walked up to the
Abdication micro-pub only to find that it
didn't open until 4.00 pm on a Saturday!

On a related note, while researching the
Heritage Pubs in Derbyshire, I came across
the Quiet Woman in Earl Sterndale which I
first visited 2002. On my last visit in 2008,
close to a year after the smoking ban had
been introduced, I remember that there
were still ashtrays on the tables. When I
asked the landlord about it, he said that 60%
of his customers smoked and if he imposed
the ban, there would be no pub! Well, that
landlord, Ken Mellor died on 28th August
2020 and the pub is now permanently closed.
RIP Indeed. Snug Dave.

Beer Festival Diary – Near and Not so Near
4th-8th Aug. Derby Beer Festival, Market Place, Derby. ±60 real ales & ciders. Tickets £3-£5 from Derby Live

26th-30th Aug. “Potfest” Flowerpot Beer Festival, King Street, Derby. 30+ ales & ciders, live music Fri, Sat, Sun & Mon
26th-30th Aug. Steampacket Bank Holiday Mini Beer Festival, Derby Road, Swanwick. 15 ales, 12 ciders, live music

26th-30th Aug. Honeypot Sausage & Cider Festival, Peasehill, Ripley.
27th-30th Aug. Queens Head Beer & Cider Festival, Ockbrook. Plus live music

9th-11th Sept. Barrow Hill Rail Ale Beer and Music Festival, Barrow Hill, nr Chesterfield, S43 2PR. 350 real ales, craft kegs etc.

19th-22nd Aug. “Booze on the Ouse” Beer & Cider Festival, St Neots Rugby Club, PE19 1RU. 30 ales, 6 ciders & perries
2nd Sept-3rd Oct. 10th City of Ale Festival. Norwich. Not so much a beer festival, more a city-wide festival with ale

We advise confirmation of dates and times before attending the above festivals, as changes may occur.

Well that’s all for this issue folks. If you have any info or news which could be included in a future issue of “In the Sticks” please contact
Charisma Bypass on 07891 365887 or Snug Dave at snugdave@outlook.com by the 23rd of the month.

Edited by Snug Dave

Disclaimer: If you are reading this, then this warning is for you. Every word you read of this useless fine print is another
second of your life. Don't you have other things to do? Like getting off to the pub and drinking beer, for example?
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