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In The Sticks
Welcome to the latest issue of “In the
Sticks” the newsletter of RuRAD, Rural Real
Ale Drinkers. We hope you enjoy reading it.
As was reported last month, “ In The Sticks”
has a new editor. I don't suppose many of the
regular readers will know who I am but I can
be found in the Old Oak Inn on a fairly
regular basis and have met a good few of the
contributors and supporters both there and
on various RuRAD beer trips in recent years.
I would like to thank Exadman for the work
he has put in over the past 18 months keeping
the flame alive. I hope also that the RuRAD
community will continue to send in local beer
and pub news reports plus beer trip articles
as they have done for the previous editors.

NOVEMBER 2019
Beer and Pub News
The Rutland Cottage on Heanor Road on the
outskirts of Ilson has Pentrich beers on sale.
The former Eclipse at Loscoe is reportedly
going to be a gin bar. Much renovation work is
being done on the property and the pub is
scheduled to be re-opened on 2nd November.

Hallowe'en effect) on the bar. Jane said that
they were hoping to change the ales on a
regular basis to gauge what their customers
liked. Ed.
Talking of Red Lions, the pub of the same
name in Kegworth was refurbished to a high
standard in the summer and offers eight ales
with two coming from Charnwood (often
Vixen and Salvation) and the remainder from a
mix of national brands and locales. Derby
Brewing Dashingly Dark and Blue Monkey PG
Sips were both on the bar when I last visited.
Ed.
Paul and Jude have left the Coach & Horses
at Horsley after getting the pub back on its
feet and into the Good Beer Guide, They will
be a big loss and we wish them all the best in
any future venture.

As usual, if you want to receive a copy
electronically, please send an e-mail to
snugdave@virginmedia.com.
At this point in the newsletter, readers are
asked to visit the Mansfield & Ashfield
CAMRA web-site to view a copy of the
newsletter on-line. Except that the most
recent edition there dates from Dec. 2017.
Mansfield & Ashfield CAMRA are having a
committee crisis at the moment which
hopefully will be resolved soon. I have
therefore moved the on-line newsletter to a
new location and it can now be found at
www.dgmhall.me.uk/rurad together with all
the previous editions. I would like to thank
Carl Brett for his help in putting the
newsletter on-line for so many years.

Free Copy

Pump It Up, the micro bar on Bridge Street,
Belper is up for sale.

Robert Dunn has applied to Amber Valley
borough council for a new premises licence at
t h e Railway Tavern, Langley Mill for the
hours Monday to Saturday, 12.00-23.45 and
Sunday, 12.00-23-15.

Steve & Angie have extended their stay at
the Talbot, Ripley until December as no-one is
in the frame to take it over. Rather than
seeing the pub be empty they have agreed to
stay until someone takes over.
T h e White Hart at West Hallam is closed
and boarded up. It is believed it will end up
like most pubs, turned into houses, sadly.

Friday 11 October saw the opening of
Nottingham's 2nd Six Barrel Drafthouse pub
situated near the bottom of Mansfield Road
(NG1 3GX) in a former Irish themed bar. It
has had a £250,000 pound refit and will sell 6
real ales, 6 craft keg ales and 6 ciders.
Weekend breakfasts are available from 10.00
am till 12.00 noon, then a menu comprising 11
choices of burgers plus chicken and hot dogs
to eat in or takeaway. Inside will feature
exposed brickwork, wooden floors and tables
etc. The pub will be open till 12.00 midnight
and 1.00 am on Friday & Saturday.The
company are also looking at sites in Derby,
Repton and Newark.
HH reports that he called in at the Red Lion,
Shirland and the new hosts, Jane & Rick made
him very welcome. Three sticks on the bar
serving Abbeydale, Shepherd Neame Spitfire
and Sadlers Hop Bomb. Took a pint of the
latter and it was in good nick.

And so, on with the show.....

I actually met HH at the pub on a follow-up
visit and was also made welcome. Abbeydale
Daily Bread and Moonshine plus Hobgoblin (the

Chris P Duck reports that the Strutt Arms at
Milford had reopened on Friday, 18th
October after being shut for some 10 years
[As Pink Floyd wrote in Time: And then one

day you find ten years have got behind you ].
He called in on the Monday to find a long
central bar with 6 hand-pumps which included
Dancing Duck Aye Up, Derby Brewing Business
As Usual, two from Purity Ubu & Mad Goose
and my choice Stairway To Heaven from
Burton Bridge, which was on 2 pumps and was
in good nick. There was also food being
served, and accommodation is going to be
available from December. Nice to see a pub
reopening instead of closing.
Contributors: Bald Eagle, Charisma, Chris P
Duck , The Didler, Exadman and HH.

next ha d Little Giant Fo (4.1) then Ilkley
Hendrix (4.2). This latter just had to be
sampled and most of you know why - and it
didn't disappoint. For my final drink here I
h a d Shado w Wraith (4.5). All beers were
£3.30 to £3.90 per pint. Just before
departure I spoke to Rhino who had just
arrived. Me and Haydn got the service bus
back to York and dropped off near the
Micklegate stop and dropped into Micklegate
Social for a half of Ice Cream Factory Janet
Street Porter (5.0, £1.85) - a new brewery
from very close by and a corking ale. We then
crossed the road into the JDW Punchbowl
for half a Rudgate Double Calypso (4.1) at the
bargain price of 99p. This was because it was
Wetherspoons' “Tax Equality Day”. We made
our way to Maltings for our final stop - half a
Roosters Eighty Eight (4.3, £1.90) before
catching the train home after a top drinking
day. The Didler.

Amber Valley CAMRA Updates
31 Oct. Branch meeting, Thorn Tree,
Waingroves, 8.00pm.
05 Dec. Committee & Branch meeting, George
& Dragon, Belper, 8.00pm. Nora Harper.

York Beer Festival, Sep 2019
Met up with Honest Haydn and his mate Chris
for the train to York. We got the service bus
op p os i t e th e s t a t io n to ou t s id e t h e
racecourse and joined the small queue at
midday and found a very steady crowd inside.
I started with Bason Bridge Hardings Pale
(3.6), an excellent starter followed by Old
M o l l S p r i n g Silk Blonde (3.9) in lovely
condition. On the bar serving, I got chatting
to Sooty and Debs plus Colin Camidge from
Nottingham CAMRA. I then had Grounding
Angels Little Wing (3.8) and also met up with
Fly David from Nottingham plus tickers Andy
and Julie from Sheffield and Rotherham
Steve, all enjoying the proceedings. I then
had Left Bank Ty Coch (4.0) a beautiful dark
beer, followed by Darkland Wolfenbrau (4.0)
and Flash House Beer Name Here (3.8). With
plenty of seating and instant service plus a
very good variety of food on offer, it's
becoming one of my favourite festivals. I

Pub no. 4 was the best and busiest of the
evening, The Golden Ball on Cromwell Road
(YO1 6DU) where the weekly quiz night was
well underway and every seat filled. We ad
hoc joined a team of 3 who were stood at one
corner of the bar counter and tried (failing
miserably) to help them while drinking Great
Newsome Jems Stout and Rudgate Battle Axe,
selected from 7 hand pumps. Apart from the
usual rounds, the quiz includes a “Name That
Tune” in which quiz-master Ben Crossthwaite
performs live on accordion and kazoo making
it especially tricky to solve. This is an
outstanding community-owned pub, York’s
first such (shares were £500 each), Grade II
listed and retaining a Victorian layout and
tiled bar. Work by local artists is exhibited
around the walls. Another novelty was bread
on sale, £1 a loaf, which a nearby artisan
bakery, Blue Bird, donates there daily to
prevent waste and help sales – proving far too
tempting, we bought delicious olive bread.
Our final stop was The Swan, 16 Bishopgate
St (YO23 1JH), close to Skeldergate (on the
walls) and at the north end of trendy
Bishopthorpe – it’s a historic and thriving
1930s street corner local with a “rare and
wonderfully-preserved Grade II listed interwar interior” featuring a central bar and 8
hand-pulls plus plenty of seating space to sup
our final beers: Blackjack Porter and the house
Swan Special Blonde (3.8%) (brewed by
Treboom for the pub).

Brewery News
Nora Harper reports that Amber Ales ceased
production in late September. Pete is hoping
to sell the brew kit/plant and leave the
Peasehill site but plans to “cuckoo” Amber
Ales at other breweries in SMALL quantities.
We wish Pete & Jayn all the best in any
future venture.

available), we bought White Rat and Fernandes
American Pale (£3.70).

Five York pubs, Sep 2019
Arriving at York Racecourse earlier that day
to help with beer festival set up, we headed
into the city that evening to enjoy 5 pubs new
to us, 2 with nationally historic interiors.

Overall a worthwhile crawl, close to the city
centre, full of interest and excelling in the
variety of beers. Next year CAMRA holds its
AGM in York over the 1st weekend in April the city is bursting with good pubs and beers
for you to enjoy, the 5 above are just a
sample. Aron37.

First stop was The Market Cat which opened
last December at 6, Jubbergate (wonderful
name) – a joint venture development between
Thornbridge a n d Pivovar (who operate the
railway taps we all know and love, including
Sheffield) and very interesting too. Built on 3
floors, we drank Thornbridge Pollards and
G r e a t H e c k Mount Mosaic (£3.70) while
enjoying the most glorious views from the top
floor looking out over the medieval rooftops
to the Minster while dusk fell. Unusually the
beer cellar (cask and keg) is also located up
there viewable through internal windows;
luckily a lift was installed to enable easy
haulage to the top – never seen this on an
upper floor anywhere else.
On to nearby Fossgate via the Shambles (how
do so many Harry Potter shops trade
successfully here?) to (2) The Blue Bell, busy
and friendly to drink Rudgate Ruby Mild and
Laine Obligation (£3.95). Directly across the
road (3) is The Hop, really a Rat/Ossett taphouse, pizzas available, very spacious and an
enormous bar though felt cold in ambience,
where under sufferance (no dark beer

Worcester, Sept 2019
Knowing that some of our readers lead busy
lives and have just stopped for a swift half on
the way home, I've decided to include a

shortened version of the article...
Two blokes went to Worcester, drank beer.
It was very nice.
And now for those of you who have settled
down with a foaming pint in your favourite
local, here is the full, unexpurgated tale...
Since GC's favoured football team weren't

playing at home - the one with the sheep, not
the one with the tree.... what? OK then, ram.
Anyway, we decided that a day out in
Worcester would fill the time just as well and
there were a couple of new micro/brew-pubs
to try since we were last there. Due to the
vagaries of the rail pricing system, fares
from Derby to Worcester are relatively
cheap and using a railcard brings the price
down to under £14 each. One of the great
charms of Worcester (for the beer drinker)
is that the city has a compact centre and
(currently) 9 pubs in the GBG, each separated
by no more than a few minutes walk - and
Foregate Street station is just about in the
middle. If you arrive a bit early (before the
noon-bell sounds) there's the JDW Postal
Order very close to the station where you can
start your tour or even have breakfast. GC
and I come under the category “'Spoons
snobs” so we headed to the King Charles II
for the first drink of the day. This is a
Craddock's brewery pub and had 7 of their
ales on hand-pump with 1 guest beer from
Salopian (Darwin's Origin). We tried King's
Escape and Monarch's Way in this rather dark
(atmospheric?), half-timbered, listed building
before moving back out into the sunshine. You
pass along the extremely pretty and largely
pedestrianised Friar Street to reach the
Cardinal's Hat, also in a period building and
apparently the oldest pub in the city. Purity
a n d Wye Valley regularly feature in the
choice of six beers and we tried Mad Goose
a n d HPA. Walking round the corner and
passing in front of the cathedral (where you
can find the tombs of King John, Arthur
Tudor, elder brother of King Henry VIII and
Stanley Baldwin, Prime Minister during the

inter-war years) you reach the Plough. This is
a gem of a pub and my favourite in
Worcester. Six hand-pumps featuring mostly
local breweries (Hobsons & Malvern Hills) but
we tried Wuffa from Beowulf, located near
Brownhills. Just round the corner from the
Plough, we find the Oil Basin Brewhouse
which is a new – well, new to us – micro/brewpub in the city. Home to Wintrip brewery
(formerly Three Shires) it offers four ales,
two of which were from the brewery “behind
the shop” on our visit. The welcome was
friendly, the regular ale, Butcher's Beastly
Best was good, they stock a wide range of
bottled beers and for those who wish to eat,
there's a pizza restaurant upstairs. The next
pub on our vaguely circular tour was the Paul
Pry which is worth visiting for the wonderful
interior – tiling, terrazzo floor and etched
windows – as well as the ale. There were four
hand-pumps on the bar, two from Salopian,
Spitfire from Kentish and the Paul Pry house
beer. This used to be brewed by the Pope
family themselves but due to a fire at the
brewery, it is now brewed by Teme Valley.
Arch Rivals was our next stop, opened about
a year ago we think – the “1 Happy Birthday”
sign above the bar was the clue! This is
housed in one of the railway arches close by
Foregate Street station and is decorated
throughout with vinyl and CD album sleeves.
There are only two hand-pumps on the bar,
this we think, being more of a Craft Beer
outlet and one is generally from Sadlers. This
wa s Peaky Blinder Pale Ale on our visit with
the other being Wicked Lady from Clavell &
Hind. The last two pubs on our tour were the
Lamb & Flag and the Dragon Inn, both in the
GBG and conveniently close to the railway
station. The former is owned and run by the
Two Crafty Brewers and had two of their
beers on the bar – Golden Beast and Crafty
Blonde as well as Wye Valley HPA and one
other guest. And in the room upstairs, there
is SUGO, a highly rated Italian restaurant.

The Dragon Inn is one of two outlets owned
b y Churchend brewery (Nuneaton) and as a
result, six of the eight hand-pumps were for
their beers. We tried What The Fox's Hat but
I have no record of what we thought of it. It
was probably fine. Unfortunately, our arrival
coincided with that of a large group of (we
suspect) CAMRA members on an outing and
the barmaid was not really up to the task of

serving everyone in a timely manner or in the
right order! And so it was back to Foregate
Street station for the train home. Snug Dave
(with assistance from GC).

THE JOY OF esSEX: Part 1
On the morning of August 23rd I met up with
HH & Charisma at Derby train station and got
the 8.19 to London where we joined up with
Didler. We eventually got on the underground
to Liverpool St, got our connection to
Clacton-on-Sea where we arrived at about
12.45 and got a taxi straight to the beer
festival. There were 66 beers on the
programme and I sampled White Horse Black
Beauty, Turpins Stout, Calverleys Porter and
Keppels One Of Those Days whilst getting
brief glimpses of the Clacton Airshow. Once
we'd had our fill we headed to the GBG JDW
Moon & Starfish but the prospects of
getting served on such a busy day were slim
so we moved on to the other GBG pub, the
Old Lifeboat House, a GK pub with 4 beers
on of which Redwald IPA was chosen. Then it
was back to the train station and on to
Colchester for me & HH (Didler & Charisma
bailed out at Wivenhoe) where we first called
in the GBG Victoria Inn to find 5 wickets on
the go with Colchester Ambassador being in
good order. A nice little pub, but mind the
steps! We continued on into town and called in
the Fox & Fiddler where there were 3 Mighty
Oak beers on hand pump, Arcadia and Halcyon
Daze being favoured after which HH nipped
in to a Subway on the way to the GBG Purple
Dog which had 6 beers on offer and I
plumped for Colchester No1 and we sat
outside so HH could scoff his steak sandwich.
From there it was a short walk to the GBG
New Inn, a cracking little back street boozer
that was having a Hammerton take-over, and
of the 7 beers on offer I went for Space
Fish. We then took a short walk down
Artillery Barracks Folley to the Fat Cat and
the GBG Ale House, which are across the
road from each other. In the latter there
were 7 beers on offer and we both went for

Red Fox ISG and in the former Mighty Oak
Old Man And The Sea was favoured of the 6
beers on offer. We then met up with Didler &
Charisma in the GBG Three Wise Monkeys
where Almasty Grapefruit Pale was plumped
for from the 6 pumps in use and then we
moved on to the GBG Queen St Brewhouse,
which just had the one beer on and it was so
disappointing I didn't make a note of it, but
then my note taking tendencies were on the
wane anyway. HH & I left Didler & Charisma

to explore Colchester further whilst we
headed back to Wivenhoe which was our base
for the evening. We called in the GBG Station
Hotel where we had a swift half before
moving on to the GBG Black Buoy, which was
where we were staying. After checking in and
off-loading our bags they managed to find us
a table so we could have something to eat,
scampi and chips being just the job. The
other two rejoined us and we got a (rather
expensive) taxi out to the GBG Horse &

Groom, a very friendly Adnams pub with 4
beers on hand pump, Freewheelin' being a new
one on me. Didler & Charisma got a bus to
their digs, which were a bit of a way out,
whilst HH & I got another (rather expensive)
taxi back into the village where we called in
the other two pubs, the Greyhound and the
Rose & Crown (I told you my note taking
tendencies were on the wane) before calling
it a day. Rodders.
Tune in next time for Part 2, coming soon.....

Beer Festival Diary – Near and Not so Near
31st Oct-3rd Nov. Furnace Inn Dark v Light Beer Festival. Duke Street, Derby.
31st Oct to 3rd Nov. The Mallard Halloween Beer Festival. Platform 1, Worksop Railway Station, Worksop. 20 ales
7th-9th Nov. 39th Stoke Beer Festival, Spode Works, Elenora Street, Stoke-on-Trent 100+ ales, cider/perry
13th-16th Nov. Dead Poets Beer Festival, 38 Chapel Street, Holbrook, Belper 20+ ales, cider & gins
14th-16th Nov. West Bridgford Hockey Club Beer Festival, Loughborough Road, West Bridgford 25 ales 2 ciders
14th-17th Nov. PotHole’s 2nd Birthday Beer Festival, Park Farm Shopping Centre, Allestree, Derby 18 ales
28th Nov-1st Dec. Castle Donington Beer, Cider & Gin Festival @ The Cross Keys & Jolly Potters 20+ ales
29th Nov-1st Dec. The Railway, King Street, Belper.
1st-2nd Nov. St Alphege Beer Festival. Oliver Bird Hall, Church Hill Road, Solihull. 23 ales
1st-2nd Nov. 5th Castleford Beer Festival. Queen's Mill, 1 Aire St, Castleford. 30+ Yorkshire beers, plus cider, wine and gin
7th-9th Nov. 6th Kidderminster Beer Festival, Town Hall, Vicar Street, Kidderminster 42 ales 15 ciders
7th-9th Nov. 17th Rainhill Beer Festival, Rainhill Recreation Club, Victoria Terrace, Rainhill, Merseyside 110 ales
7th-10th Nov. Elephant & Castle Beer & Sausage Festival, Main Street, Thurlaston, Leicestershire
8th-9th Nov. Bury Beer Festival, The Met, Market Street, Bury
8th-9th Nov. Wharfedale Beer & Music Festival, Town Hall 48A Main St, Grassington, Skipton, N York’s 50 ales, cider
14th-16th Nov. Moonraker Beer Festival. The Commercial, Slaithwaite, 1 Carr Ln, Slaithwaite, Huddersfield
15th-17th Nov. 25th Cropton Inn Beer Festival, Cropton Lane, Cropton nr Pickering 80+ ales, cider, music
18th-24th Nov. The Magnificent Seven, Rochdale Ale Trail, Rochdale Pubs
21st-24th Nov. Darlington Snooker Club Beer Festival, 1 Corporation Street, Darlington 30 ales
22nd-23rd Nov. Sheaf View Winter Ales Festival. 25 Gleadless Rd, Sheffield. 6 beers in addition to the usual 8 on the bar
22nd-23rd Nov. 19th Otley Beer Festival, Otley Rugby Club, Cross Green, Otley, West York’s, 60 ales cider/perry
23rd Nov. Leeds Festival of Brewers, New Craven Hall, 2 Fairfield House, New Craven Gate, Leeds
28th-30th Nov. Rotherham Beer Festival, The Trades, Greasborough Road, Rotherham 60+ ales

28th Nov-1st Dec. Old Moseley Arms Beer Festival, 53 Tindal St, Balsall Heath, Birmingham
30th Nov. Dudley Winter Ales Festival, Dudley Town Hall, St James Road, Dudley 70+ ales cider/wine

We advise confirmation of dates and times before attending the above festivals, as changes may occur.
Well that’s all for this issue folks however if you have any info or news which could be included in a subsequent issue of “In the Sticks” please
contact Charisma Bypass on 07891 365887 or Snug Dave on snugdave@virginmedia.com by the 23rd of the month.

Edited by Snug Dave
Many thanks to all our contributors and the “In The Sticks” distribution team:
The Baron, Big Foz, Charisma Bypass, Del Boy, GC, HH, Konrad, and Sooty. Apologies if I've missed anyone. Thanks also to our advertisers
without whom this newsletter would not get published.

Disclaimer: We try to ensure that the information printed in “In the Sticks” is accurate but no responsibility can be accepted for errors or
omissions. The opinions expressed herein are those of individual contributors and not necessarily shared by the Editor.

