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Welcome to the latest issue of “In the
Sticks” the newsletter of RuRAD, Rural Real
Ale Drinkers. We hope you enjoy reading it.

closer to the time, on how far we can go.
When they do reopen, they should also meet
the Covid-19 secure guidelines.

If you want to receive a copy electronically,
e-ma i l snugdave@mail.com. The sharp-eyed
amongst you will notice that the e-mail
address has changed. The previous Virgin
Media address will still work for the
foreseeable future but not forever.

Various countries around the world are
making tentative steps to reopen bars &
restaurants but with social distancing rules
being applied. Presumably the UK can expect
the same. Perhaps this will bring an end to
“bar flies”? We can only hope so! It has been
reported that JDW are being proactive and
have made plans to reopen once the
government gives the green light.

For current & previous issues log on
to www.dgmhall.me.uk/rurad. You can also find
copies of the newsletter on the
Loughborough CAMRA web-site
(www.loughboroughcamra.co.uk/newsletters)
along with digital copies of other local beercentric publications.

Free Copy
before they would approve the licence!
As for the Little Chester Ale House, Darren
is taking advantage of the forced closure to
put in a new floor and do a little
refurbishment in the form of a coat of paint
and some new decorations.
Nora Harper informs me that the York beer
festival (Sept 16th – 19th) has been cancelled
– which can't come as much of a surprise
s a d l y . T h e Bi g N e w s w o u l d b e a n
announcement that a beer festival scheduled
for 2020 hasn't been cancelled! The York
event for 2021 has been pencilled in for Sept
15th – 18th.
An article in the Derbyshire Times (on-line)
dated 26th April 2020 gave a list of 15
Derbyshire pubs which are for sale. These
include the following although the lower
priced properties are leasehold and not
freehold.

As with the previous two issues, this edition
is available on-line only.

Bear Inn, Alderwasley (£69,950)
Hardinge Arms, Kings Newton (£59,995)
Nags Head Sawley (£65,000)
The Tavern, Belper (£399,000)
Three Horseshoes, Morley (£44,995)
Wheel @ Holbrook (£365,000)

Beer & Pub News

Well, the Covid-19 restrictions are still
(mostly) in place and the pubs remain closed.
Therefore, as might be expected, there's not
a lot of pub news to report. At the time of
writing (l at e Ma y) , the gove rnmen t
restrictions as regards the hospitality sector
are as follows:

Non-essential retail, restaurants, pubs, bars,
gyms and leisure centres will remain closed.
They will reopen in a phased manner provided
it is safe to do so.
The roadmap sets out that some businesses
(like pubs, cinemas or hairdressers) will not
open until Step 3 [which I keep reading as
Sept 3!! Ed] is reached. The government’s
current planning assumption is that this step
will be no earlier than 4 July and subject to
further detailed scientific advice, provided

It appears that the new micro-pub on Church
Street, Belper, for which planning permission
has been approved, is to be run jointly by
Darren Hartshorn (who keeps the Little
Chester Ale House in Chester Green, Derby)
and an old friend of his, Edward Gregory. The
building, known as Belper House, has been in a
poor state of repair for years but was
bequeathed to Edward's wife Joanne upon
the death of her father. Edward had an
ambition to open a micro-pub so called on
Darren to join him in the project. The pub will
comprise two rooms and they plan to offer
between 4 and 6 cask ales, with a mixture of
Hartshorn and guest ales.
The plan was to open at the back end of June
but for obvious reasons this has been
delayed. Darren hopes that building work can
continue once the lockdown situation is
relaxed and the pub could now open towards
the end of October. He also admitted that
the Belper police were insistent that the pub
had a clearly defined drugs policy in place

Where to buy beer: pubs
The following local-ish pubs are offering a
carry-out or delivery service for beer (and
sometimes other drinks & comestibles). More
details can usually be found on Facebook,
Twitter or very occasionally, the pub's own
web-site. Information can also be found via
the Real Ale Finder app (iOS & Android) but
the list of outlets is limited as it requires the
individual pubs to sign up to it and keep it

updated. The following is essentially the list
which was published in the May 2020 issue
but with some additions and changes.

Belper Tap, Belper. Cask ale, bottles & cans.
See Facebook or Real Ale Finder for details.
Brunswick, Derby. Cask ale & bottles. Call,
01332-290677 or email
brunswickderby@aol.com to order. Collection
by time slot. Payment by card only.
Burnt Pig, Ilkeston. Cask ale, mini-kegs,
ciders, pork pies & cheese. Generally open Fri
& Sat, 11.00 am – 4.00 pm (sometimes Thurs)
but check Facebook for stock availability &
details.
Creaky Floorboard, Derby. Cask ale, ciders &
pies. Call or text 07974-749517 to order.
Open daily for collection, 3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
(according to a Facebook post on 21st May).
Dead Poets, Holbrook. Cask ale & bottles.
Call, 01332 780301 or email
deadgoodpubs@gmail.com to order. Collection
by time-slot. Payment by card only. Beer list
on Facebook or Real Ale Finder.
Dog & Parrot, Eastwood. Cask ale, cider &
lager. Open Thur to Mon, 12.00 pm - 4.00 pm.
Check Facebook or Real Ale Finder for
details.
The Dragon, Willington. Cask ale (including
the Boot range), lager, cider & wine. 4-pint
carry-out and bag-in-a-box (5L & 10L). Wed &
Thur, 5.00 pm – 9.00 pm, Fri & Sat, 12.00 pm
– 9.00 pm, Sun, 12.00 pm – 7.00 pm. Order by
phone (01283 704795) for collection or free
delivery to Willington, Repton and Melbourne.
Other areas £3 to £5 charge to maximum of
10 miles, orders over £50 free delivery. Plus
an extensive food take-away service. See
Facebook for details.
Furnace, Derby. Cask ales & craft beer. Fri &
Sat, 3.00 pm – 7.00 pm, Sun, 10.00 am – 1.00
pm. Check Facebook for details.
Go Between, Brinsley. Ale, lager, cider & wine.
Thur to Sat, 5.00 pm – 8.00 pm, Sun, 12.00
pm – 2.00 pm. 4-pint containers cost 60p
extra. See Facebook for details.
Harpurs, Melbourne. Cask ale (including the
Boot range), lager, cider & wine. 4-pint carryout and bag-in-a-box (5L & 10L). Wed & Thur
to Sat, 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm. For more details,
see the entry above for The Dragon,
Willington as they are both part of the
Bespoke Inns group. Also Facebook as usual.

Hole In The Wall, Derby (Derby Brewing).
Cask ale & cider. Wed to Sat, 4.00 pm – 7.00
pm, Sun, 1.00 pm – 4.00 pm. Order by
Facebook Message before 2.00 pm. Bring a
container if at all possible. Payment by card
only. See Facebook or Real Ale Finder for
details.
Holly Bush Inn, Makeney. Cask ale & pies.
Open Wed, Thur & Fri, 3.00 pm – 7.00 pm,
Sat & Sun, 12.00 pm – 6.00 pm. See Facebook
or Real Ale Finder for details. Bring a
container if at all possible.
Sawley Junction, Long Eaton. Cask ales, craft
beer, cider & cans/bottles. Plus scotch eggs,
pork pies etc. Order on-line between Wed
(12.00 pm) and Thur (5.00 pm). Delivery Thur
6.00 pm – 9.00 pm or call at the pub Fri &
Sat, 11.00 am to 3.00 pm.
Spotted Cow, Holbrook. Cask ale & ciders in
2-pint containers or bring your own (clean &
sealable). Every day. Plus take-away food on
Wed & Fri (4.00 pm – 8.00 pm) & Sunday
lunch (12.00 pm – 4.00 pm). See Facebook or
Real Ale Finder for details. Call 01332
880798 to place an order and get a time slot
for collection.
Talbot Taphouse, Ripley. Cask ale, 9-pint bag
in boxes, cans & bottles. Thurs to Sat, 11.00
am – 2.00 pm. Order via Facebook Message or
on 07494-767374. See Facebook or Real Ale
Finder for details.
Tip Inn, Loscoe (AlterEgo brewery). Cask ale.
Order via the Alter Ego on-line shop (link to
be found on the Tip Inn Facebook page). £20
minimum spend, local delivery within 10 miles
of DE75 7LF. Contact via Facebook Message.
You can buy Alter Ego tee-shirts and mugs as
well!
The details given above are based on the
latest information I have collected via
Facebook and Twitter or from Secret
Squirrel. Apologies for any errors or
omissions.

on-line shop. It may be my imagination but I
think quite a few more breweries and other
outlets have signed up to Beer Is Here since
I checked a month ago.
CAMRA have also launched their own
Brew2You app (iOS and Android) which allows
the user to list the breweries (and other
outlets) offering a take-out or delivery
service. either in their area or nationally. As
with Beer Is Here, the success of the app is
dependent on breweries registering with it.
Brew2You even allows the user to purchase
product through the app.

#NoPubNoRent
The controversy over Pubcos (eg. Ei Group,
Star Pubs & Bars/Heineken, Marton's etc.) in
effect continuing to charge rents on pubs
which cannot trade has continued but due to
pressure from landlords, trade bodies and
MPs, some concessions have been made. But
first, let's hear from...

Martin Roper
As w as r e por te d i n a n a rt i cle f rom
Derbyshire Live dated 29th April, Martin
Roper, who runs the Exeter Arms (Derby),
the Devonshire (Belper), The
Crossing( Burton) and The Rectory
(Chesterfield), penned a comprehensive
letter to a variety of trade outlets and
copied it to the Chancellor, Rishi Sunak. His
main conclusions are as follows:
“ - Any grant money should only be used in
part to satisfy rent but, for the most part,
used for utilities, suppliers, service providers
and to enable operators to kick-start their
businesses on reopening, so we can get back
to some semblance of normal trade and do our
part to get the economy moving again.

Where to buy beer: breweries
For a more complete list of breweries
offering a collection or delivery service than
can be included here, I suggest visiting the
Beer Is Here web-site (www.beerishere.org).
This site provides a simple and clear
interface to connect to the web-sites of the
breweries and stores offering some form of

“ - Landlords need to give some rent relief to
tenants, either using the grant receipts as a
benchmark (Admiral Taverns) or devising
their own system.
“ - The Pubs Code Adjudicator needs to
reduce the threshold of 500 pubs, to be
covered by the code when it was launched in
2016. I have a pub with Tavern PropCo who
purchased 370 pubs from Ei in 2019: no small
business by any stretch of the imagination.

There will be more Pubcos who establish a
portfolio of fewer than 500 pubs in order to
operate under the radar of the PCA. The PCA
must also put more pressure on the remaining
five big Pubcos who have all remained quiet
since the PCA asked them what they will be
doing to support tenants on April 6. Only
Admiral Taverns have pre-empted any calls on
the Pubcos by setting out their stall
regarding rent on two occasions.”

relief is based on the level of government
grant claimed by the publicans.
The support will apply to tenants operating
under the group's beer-tie agreement such
that for the period April to June, a
proportion of the rent that the landlords
would have paid can be used to buy stock
when the pubs reopen. The proportion is
100% for pubs not entitled to any grant, 75%
for pubs entitled to £10,000 and 50% for
pubs claiming £25,000.

such a historic building. This is a Craddock's
Brewery pub so I had their River Steam &
Monarch’s Way w i t h Victorian Mild, Saxon
Gold, Cast Iron & Troll also on. In the
meantime, I had a look at the upstairs room
with its uneven sloping floor.

As well as this, tie release fees, and fixtures
and fittings rentals, are cancelled for the
same period (April to June), regardless of a
publican’s entitlements to grants.

Greene King
A report dated 21st May states that Greene
King (now owned by Hong Kong based CKS)
has all but cancelled the rents for its tied
pubs from June 11th until they can legally
reopen. This arrangement will continue for
the first four weeks once they do reopen
after which a 50% rent reductions will be
offered for an unspecified period.

Star Pubs & Bars
Admiral Taverns
Admiral Taverns, who originally cancelled
rents for a six-week period from March 17th
has adjusted its position and is now asking
some of its tenants to contribute towards
rent for May and June. In effect, Admiral
Taverns is asking for a rent contribution to
be taken from the government grant the
publicans were entitled to claim based on the
rateable value of the property. Thus,
landlords claiming the lowest grant of
£10,000 will pay a reduced rent, those
claiming £25,000 will pay the full rent (which,
Admiral Taverns claim, is significantly less
than the grant) and those properties with a
rateable value of over £51,000 who were not
entitled to claim any grant, will pay no rent at
all.
The chief executive of Admiral Taverns,
Chris Jowsey, acknowledged that the decision
to resume a degree of rent collection would
not necessarily be greeted with cheers, but
added: “I know that we'll never satisfy
everybody and I'm not trying to do that.
We're just trying to strike a balance between
the short-term and long-term needs.
“Will we get a kick back from campaigners?
I'm sure we will. But this is affordable and
reasonable. | hope those campaigners will
recognise that we acted quickly and were
clear and decisive in those early stages but
they must also acknowledge what those
grants were made for.”

Ei Group (formerly Enterprise Inns)
Under pressure from MPs and the Pubs Code
Adjudicator, Ei Group – which was bought by
Stonegate in March – has published the
concessions it is hoping to make to its pub
landlords. As with Admiral Taverns, the rent

The British Pub Confederation declared itself
“appalled” at a letter sent by Heineken-owned
Star Pubs & Bars to its tenants. The company
proposed a discount on rents but told
publicans that unless they agreed to its
terms, they would be charged the full amount.
They would also lose the discount, they were
told, if they revealed the terms of the
agreement.

RuRAD Travellers Tales
Although days and week-ends out to explore
the pubs around the country are currently
denied us, here are some more tales from
happier times.

Worcester - 5th February
I had stayed here last year so knew my way
around a bit and had noted that some of the
pubs previously visited did not open until 4.00
pm, thereby ruling them out. Once I had
worked out my route, I plumped for the GBG
King Charles II where the agreeable barman
was a keen historian, very appropriate for

It was then a 5 minute walk to the GBG
Imperial Tavern where the landlord, after
asking which style of ale I liked, promptly
poured me a pint of Black Country Ales BFG
when I would have preferred a half or even a
taster. I couldn't fault his enthusiasm,
though this prevented me from trying Big Bog
Stog Milk Stout, Beowulf Coffee Porter, Halton
Turner Primo or 2 other Black Country Ales
plus Sharp's Coaster which is rarely seen away
from the south coast. Heading to the north
end of the town I reached the Saracen’s
Head down a side alley with the small bar
holding just Wye Valley HPA a n d Sharp's
Atlantic. The former was OK and I chatted
local pubs with a local drinker. Slightly
further out the GBG Dragon Inn did not open
until later so I went in the Lamb & Flag
which has Two Crafty Brewers ales. Their
Golden Beast was good with Crafty Blonde &
American IPA plus Wye Valley HPA not tasted.
Back into the centre the Arch Rivals
Micropub & Brewery was not open as
advertised but the former GBG Paul Pry was
unexpectedly open so a first visit was
possible. The ale selection of Ledbury Dark,
Fullers ESB, Teme Valley Pistols In The Snow
and a house beer also brewed by Teme Valley,
was interesting but the historic pub interior
was of more appeal than the ale quality. The
G B G Cardinal’s Hat had a large number of
Hooray Henry types hogging the bar so I
retreated into one of the other small rooms
with Hop Shed Redcap and Malvern Hills Black
Pear with Prescott Chequered Flag not tried. I
had a room with stone floors and wood
panelling all to myself, so could not wish for
better company.
Because the bus pickup point was close by I
had time to go to the GBG Oil Basin
Brewhouse just as it opened. The Wintrip
Brewery is visible at the rear of this small bar
and I tried their Butcher's Beastly Best which
was good, with other ales being Gloucester
Dockside Dark, 3D Beer Who Loves Ya Baby

a n d Brothers Of Ale 2 Step Extra Pale, so a
very interesting selection. The final call was
the GBG Plough where with time running out
my substandard notes stated Backyard Project
Snowball, Beowulf Milk Stout, North Cotswold
Green Man IPA, Hobsons Best, Gloucester
Pacific and a Malvern Hills ale. I had a quick
Hobsons f ol l ow ed by an ev e n qu icker
something else that was not recorded before
departure to the bus. Chris P Duck.

Mopping Up in North Notts
After a perusal of my current Good Beer
Guide, I found that a bit of mopping up
needed doing in north Notts so I got the bus
into Nottingham and then continued on the
train to Worksop. My first port of call was
the GBG Station Hotel where I found 2 ales
on offer (there were several dead pumps but
I think one was being pulled through). I went
f o r Exmoor Fox, which was in good order.
Then it was back to the station and on to
Retford where a short walk got me to the
GBG Idle Valley Tap to find a good selection
on 7 hand pumps of which Old Mill Black Jack
was in fine form. The barmaid even asked if I
was a CAMRA member so I could get a
discount, which was nice. Just around the
corner I got to the GBG Brew Shed, which is
the tap for Harrison's Brewery. Seven beers
were on offer and I went for Harrison's Stout,
which was a bit insipid. I could have strung it
out here but decided to make haste back to
the train station and return to Worksop
where I firstly decided to call in the Malt
House, a modern bistro/tapas bar (and
Grafton Brewery tap) which opened at the
back end of last year. Three beers were on
hand pump and the Grafton Caramel Stout was
a lovely drop. Then it was on to the GBG
Fuggles Chapter One, which as you can

probably guess is tied to Fuggle Bunny
Brewery and had 3 of their ales on offer of
which Cotton Tail was okay.
Then it was again back to the station and on
t o Mansfield to pay a visit to the GBG
Garrison where, I think, there were 6 beers
on hand pump and as many real ciders too. I
plumped for Black Iris Shot in the Dark, which,
as the barman professed, was mighty fine.
Back to the station again and on to Sutton
Parkway from where I got the Trent Barton
Black Cat to the GBG Scruffy Dog in Sutton
in Ashfield. Here I found an impressive array
of 10 beers on hand pump, several of which
were from the on-site brewery – the Dogtor
Evil being top notch. From there I got the
Trent Barton 90 to Kirkby in Ashfield to
finish off in the GBG Dandy Cock Ale House,
a pub Del Boy and I walked into one Sunday
several years ago at just after 12.00 to be
told “We don't open til 2”.....so why was your
door open??? Anyway, 4 beers were on hand
pump, Ashover Drum and Monkey being a good
finish to the day. I got the train back to
Nottingham and then a bus home where I put
my mop away for the time being. Rodders.

Supping in & around Leeds
Catching the 9.36 am Langley Mill to Leeds
train, I made my way down to York Street
bus station and got the 11.40 am #34 bus to
Burley and first popped into Café Enzo on the
Kirkstall Road for a top class breakfast. A
few doors along got me to the classic
Cardigan Arms and the main reason for my
visit. This Grade II listed former Tetley pub
was rescued by Kirkstall Brewery having been
allowed to fall into a semi-derelict state. It
was reopened in 2017 and they have done a
wonderful job on the refurbishment with
wood panelling, stained glass and ornamented

ceilings. A great range of 8 real ales were on
offer with my first choice being Five Points
Pale (4.4%, £4.20) which was in brilliant
condition, followed by Kirkstall Pale Ale (4.0%,
£3.20), also a lovely drop. Other beers were
Anthology US Session, B u x t o n Low Tor,
Vocation Life & Death and 4 Kirkstall ales.
While I was there, I heard the pub had just
won local CAMRA Pub of Year, truly justified
for this top inventory pub.
I carried on along Kirkstall Road to the
Kirkstall Brewery Tap & Kitchen, right next
to the brewery itself. It had only been open a
couple of weeks so a lucky find indeed. They
h a d 5 Kirkstall ales – of which I tried
Dissolution IPA (5.0%, £3.40) - plus one guest.
An interesting Tap featuring a combination of
new and old fittings and many old pub signs on
the walls. I made my way to the bus stop
outside and headed back to Leeds city centre
and into the classic Templar. I sampled
Phoenix West Coast IPA (4.6%, £1.53 with
CAMRA discount), an excellent ale, followed
b y a h a l f o f Moorhouse's Blonde Witch
(£1.49p with discount). The Templar is always
a great call with friendly locals and banter.
It was then time to visit my favourite chippy
here, The Fisherman's Wife, which has now
moved inside Kirkgate Market since my last
visit – marvellous fish & chips cooked in
dripping good and proper "tha knows". Just
outside got me to the Duck & Drake for half
of Settle Blonde (3.6%, £1.80), a good ale but
the pub was very quiet. Away and just up the
road, I made my first visit to the Slocken
micro-pub for half of Rooster's Yankee (4.3%
£1.70) - great beer but not my type of pub.
And finally I called at the Leeds Brewery
Tap just below the train station for half of
Leeds Best (4.3%, £2.10) before getting the
train home.The Didler.

Beer Festival Diary – Near and Not so Near
Get a few bottles in and organise your own BF at home!
Well that’s all for this issue folks. If you have any info or news which could be included in a subsequent issue of “In the Sticks” please contact
Charisma Bypass on 07891 365887 or Snug Dave at snugdave@mail.com by the 23rd of the month.

Edited by Snug Dave

Disclaimer: Please remember that the members of the RuRAD Collective are not professionals – in fact they are a bunch of piss-heads. If you
need specific advice (for example, medical, legal, financial or risk management), please seek the help of a professional.

